Ricania speculum (Walker, 1851) (Hemiptera: Fulgoromorpha: Ricaniidae) is reported for the first time in Europe. Both nymphs and adults were observed from 2009 in several municipalities of Liguria (Italy). Since the species is extremely polyphagous and is a real pest for several crops in tropical and subtropical areas, the presence of this alien insect is noteworthy, representing a new possible threat for native species and human activities.
The family Ricaniidae is mainly distributed in tropical regions, and it is represented only by the genus Ricania in the Palaearctic region (Demir 2009 ). Only three species are known to be in Europe: Ricania hedenborgi Stål, 1865, an element spread in the Palaearctic and Afrotropical regions, present in Greece (Demir 2009 ), R. japonica Melichar, 1898, an East-Palaearctic species introduced in Bulgaria and Ukraine (Gjonov 2011), and R. limbata Lallemand, 1935 , an Australian element introduced in France (cf. Bourgoin 2013) .
Even if most species belonging to this family are harmless, few are relevant agricultural pests, such as Ricania speculum (Walker, 1851), Pochazia sublimata Schumacher, 1915 and Scolycopa australis (Walker, 1851) (see Bu & Liang 2011) . The biology of the three species of Ricaniidae present to date in Europe has not been comprehensively studied; only R. japonica seems to be a pest for several plants due to its polyphagy (Gjonov 2011) .
According to Bourgoin (2013) , today Ricania speculum (Fig. 1) is distributed in Korea, Japan, China, Vietnam, Philippines and Indonesia. This species, commonly known as black planthopper, is here reported for the first time in Europe. Moreover, the family Ricaniidae is new for the Italian fauna.
In 2013, October 16 th , 21 specimens (16 females and 5 males) were collected by I. Franceschini in Casarza Ligure (GE), 44°16'41"N 9°27'04"E (WGS84) (Liguria, Italy) and are now preserved in pure ethanol at the Research Centre for Agrobiology and Pedology of Florence. Under the name of Ricania speculum there is probably a complex of about ten species (Stroiński A., in litteris), but these specimens (Figs 1-3 ) belong properly to R. speculum as illustrated in Yang (1989) .
Since 2009 the species has been observed in Italy (Liguria) and now it can be considered as established. This alien species is already present in several coastal municipalities of Liguria: Genova, and Carasco, Casarza Ligure, Chiavari, Cogorno, Lavagna, Sestri Levante (Franceschini I., pers. obs.). The pathway of introduction is still unknown, however, it could have been accidentally introduced with ornamental plants or crops.
Italy is one of the most invaded European country by alien insects (see Inghilesi et al. 2013) and this record updates the list of the established Auchenorrhyncha to ten species. Data on this species are also reported in some naturalistic forums on the web ("Forum Natura Mediterraneo", http:// www.naturamediterraneo.com; "Forum Entomologi Italiani", http://www.entomologiitaliani.net). Numerous specimens of both adults and nymphs were found since 2009, from July to September, in several Ligurian localities in the same municipalities mentioned above. Oviposition was observed during the same period. In Liguria, this extremely polyphagous insect, was detected on many plants as both nymphs and adults-Agavaceae: Hosta sp.; Liliaceae: Asparagus sp.; Apiaceae: Petroselinum crispum (Mill.) A.W. Hill; Araliaceae: Schefflera sp.; Fabaceae: Cercis sp., Gleditsia sp., Wisteria sinensis (Sims) DC.; Hamamelidaceae Loropetalum chinense (R. Br.) Oliv.; Lauraceae: Laurus nobilis L.; Lardizabalaceae: Akebia quinata (Thunb. ex Houtt.) Decne.; Malvaceae: Grewia occidentalis L.; Moraceae: Ficus benjamina L.; Oleaceae: Jasminum sp.; Rhamnaceae: Sageretia sp.; Rosaceae: Chaenomeles sp., Prunus armeniaca L., P. domestica L., P. persica (L.) Batsch, Sorbus domestica L.; Sapindaceae: Acer spp.; Scrophulariaceae: Buddleja davidii Franchet; Ulmaceae: Ulmus spp.; Verbenaceae: Aloysia citrodora Palau.
In Italy, the invasiveness is not yet assessed, but this insect is known to be a relevant pest for several crops in tropical and subtropical areas: on twigs of citrus (Citrus spp., Rutaceae); on foliage of cocoa (Theobroma cacao L., Sterculiaceae), coffee (Coffea spp., Rubiaceae) and cotton (Gossypium spp., Malvaceae); on stems of sorghum (Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench, Poaceae) and as sap sucking on oil palm (Elaeis guineensis Jacq., Palmae) (Hill 2008) ; on young branches and shoots of apple tree (Malus spp., Rosaceae) (Ma 2006) ; on foliage of patola (Luffa aegyptiaca Mill., Cucurbitaceae) and ampalaya (Momordica charantia L., Cucurbitaceae) (Solis & Esguerra 1982) ; on sugarcane (Saccharum officinarum L., Poaceae) (Box 1953 ) and on tea oil (Camellia oleifera C. Abel, Theaceae) (Yu 2007) .
Further studies are thus necessary to assess the pathway of introduction, the actual distribution and the impacts of this new insect on native ornamental and crop plants in Italy, with the purpose of developing efficacious management policies to prevent other introductions and to control the already established populations. 
